The CHUS Program at the 2024 AHA, San Francisco, January 4-7, 2024,
Updated on 12/6/2023

Beginning with the 2024 AHA, CHUS will provide two kinds of sponsorships at the AHA
annual meetings: 1) co-sponsorship of a session with the AHA program committee, and 2) solo
CHUS sponsorship of a session.

CHUS will be (co)-sponsoring 12 sessions at the 2024 AHA, which will be held in San Francisco
on January 4-7. Seven of these sessions are of solo CHUS sponsorship, and five are co-
sponsored by CHUS and the AHA. CHUS will also be holding three social events during this
conference: the Book Launch and the CHUS Business Meeting (on Friday evening) and a self-
funded Group Dinner (on Saturday evening).

The document below intends to supplement the AHA program brochure by providing detailed
descriptions of CHUS solo sessions, including their full session descriptions and paper abstracts,
which are not carried in full in the AHA program. For each of our co-sponsored sessions, which
are already fully featured in the AHA program, a link to their respective webpage in the AHA
online program is provided instead.

Friday January 5, 2024
8:30-10:00am (Friday)
CHUS-AHA Panel

AHA Session 74. Shared History: Food, Sports, and Theater as Cultural Conduits in Sino-
American Relations (https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24532)

Hilton Union Square, Continental Ballroom 8

Chair:
Yi Sun, University of San Diego
Papers:

A Transpacific and Cross-Cultural Journey: How the Cooking of China Became the Most
Popular Cuisine in America

Yong Chen, University of California, Irvine

The Significance of Sports in Sino-American Relations: A Shared History Approach


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24532

Guoqi Xu, University of Hong Kong

Peking Opera Diplomacy and Shared History: The Case Study of Mei Lanfang's Visit to the
United States in 1930

Zhaohui Hong and Cunfa Dong, Fordham University

Comment: Danke Li, Fairfield University

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24532

10:30am-12:00pm (Friday)
CHUS-AHA Panel

AHA Session 90. Brewing Cultural Differences: Chinese Food and Drinks in Transnational
and Local Perspectives (https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24572)

Parc 55, Powell 11

Chair: Yiqun Zhou, Stanford University
Papers:

Behind the Teacup: The Consumption of Chinese Tea in the United States during the Long 19th
Century

Dan Du, University of North Carolina at Charlotte

The Effect of National Identity and Technological Advancement on Changing the Perception of
Beverages in Modern Shanghai: An Examination on American Coca-Cola and Chinese Sour
Plum Soup, 1928—49

Haoran Ni, University of Kansas
The Gourmet’s Recipe: Edible Bird’s Nests and Early Modern Cultures of Taste
Meng Zhang, Vanderbilt University

Brewing Rice Wine, Brewing Community: Gender and Hakka Lineage Continuation in Western
Fujian in the 20th Century

Dewen Zhang, Randolph-Macon College

Comment: Yiqun Zhou, Stanford University


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24532
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24572

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24572

1:30-3:00pm (Friday)
CHUS Roundtable

Debating "Globalization'" and "Deglobalization"
(http://www.chinesehistorians.org/debating-globalization-and-deglobalization/)

Hilton Union Square, Golden Gate 6

Chair:

Jingyi Song, State University of New York, College at Old Westbury
Speakers:

Qiang Fang, University of Minnesota Duluth

Patrick Fuliang Shan, Grand Valley State University

Jingyi Song, State University of New York, College at Old Westbury

Yi Ren, Harvard University Fairbank Center

Roundtable Description

International trade across the continents started before the common era when silk and spices
became early commodities. Human migration across national borders sped up cultural
exchanges. The interdependency of the world has grown with increasing technological
advancements, economic integration, and cultural interactions, signifying several waves of
globalization. Meanwhile, particularly in recent years, forces of nationalism and security
concerns have led to disengagement and conflicts in some parts of the world. “Globalization,” a
trendy word with a great deal of economic potency and cross-cultural currency, has been
challenged amidst rising nationalisms, a worldwide pandemic and a reconfiguration of the
geopolitical landscape. Indeed, “de-globalization” has recently entered the popular lexicon. Now,
more than ever, seems to a time that begs the answer to an urgent question as to what defines and
constitutes globalization. “Brexit” and the looming unravelling of “Chimerica” notwithstanding,
the process of integration seems to be accelerating in other parts of the world. Does the new
phenomenon validate the old Chinese saying that “those long divided shall be united and those
long united will be divided — such is the way of the universe,” and does it challenge a Western-
centered view of globalization in the first place? Or does it symptomize a new round of
ideological confrontations and economic conflicts in a troubled world? Scholars at this


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24572
http://www.chinesehistorians.org/debating-globalization-and-deglobalization/

roundtable make concerted efforts at dissecting the meaning and significance of
globalization/deglobalization by examining historical patterns and parallels in the hope of
making sense of the global transformations.

Roundtable Participants’ Points of Intervention

Patrick Fuliang Shan, “Globalization and the Dissemination of ‘Democracy” in Modern China”

Democracy was not Chinese but imported to China around 1900. Nevertheless, “democracy” has
been attractive to the Chinese who interpreted, practiced, and adapted it in their landscape. Sun
Yat-sen fought for the American style democracy. After the 1911 Revolution, a nation-wide
election resulted in the organization of an American style Congress (though shortly). After that,
the Chinese seldom stop pursuing “democracy.” Political figures, including Chiang Kai-shek,
Mao Zedong, and others, all claimed that their government was a “democracy.” This paper
explores the impact of globalization upon China by a particular focus on the Chinese absorption
of “democracy” and their political maneuvers for “democracy.”

Qiang Fang, “The Paradox of Globalization”

In the past several years, the often acclaimed and expected “globalization” has suffered major
setbacks as the United States and its European and Asian allies have tried to decouple their trade
and technology from China. One notable example is the US block of selling cutting-age chips to
China to delay for the least and to stop for the best China’s swift development of its advanced
weaponry and navy that have already outstripped the speed of the West. The Western move has
triggered fear of a deglobalization. In hindsight, however, from Britain’s ban on exporting its
steam engine technology in the early 19th century to Western states’ elevation of their tariff in
the wake of the Great Depression and the mostly separated trade and technological exchange
between the two blocs in the Cold War, we can clearly find that the so-called “globalization” has
never fully existed. My preliminary argument is that the current “deglobalization” could best be
understood as an “exclusive or selective globalization” that may plunge the world into two or
more regional or small-sized “globalized” camps with similar social and political systems.

Jingyi Song, “Regional instability and the perpetuity of the Military-Industrial Complex”

In the midst of an ongoing debate about globalization vs. deglobalization, regional conflicts and
wars have thrown the world into a state of disarray with intensifying military buildup and a
looming arms race. While the Russo-Ukraine crisis is raging on and the Taiwan Strait is
becoming a renewed hot spot of geopolitical and potentially military conflicts between the U.S.
and China, the American Military-Industrial Complex has profited handsomely from the
demands for a variety of war-related products. Warned of the dangers of its “unwarranted
influence” by President Eisenhower in the early 1960s, such an infrastructure, intangible as it
may be, has morphed into a colossal enterprise six decades later. Defense contractors such as
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman have, historically and contemporarily, made hefty
profits during times of heightened demands for weapons and military technologies. This
discussion focuses on the role of the American Military-Industrial Complex in wielding powerful
influences in the political sphere, which have in turn helped to shape the making of American



foreign policy and led to massive increases of military spending and, consequently, extensive US
involvement in military conflicts overseas. According to a Forbes article, one third of the
world’s military sales in 2022 came from the top five American manufactures, amounting to
$192 billion. Arguably, this enormous Complex has contributed to the erosion of globalization
with its role in intensifying regional conflicts.

Yi Ren: “Chinese Propaganda Amid Globalization and Deglobalization”

In today’s era of intertwined globalization and deglobalization, understanding the complexities
of information dissemination is crucial. Propaganda, a potent instrument for shaping public
opinion, provides a unique lens to examine these global dynamics. While modern propaganda is
rooted in Western wartime experiences, its manifestations in other settings, such as China, merit
investigation. I will first investigate the historical trajectories of propaganda in both Western and
Chinese contexts, demonstrating that Chinese propaganda was neither iconoclastic nor
xenophobic. Instead, its conception and implementation in China were shaped by continuous and
intricate intercultural exchanges and adaptations. This research further highlights that
globalization and deglobalization are interconnected, synchronous processes affecting
communication tools and public opinion, which deepens our comprehension of the multifaceted
nature of global dynamics.

3:30-5:00pm (Friday)
CHUS-AHA Panel

AHA Session 152. Recollections and Representations of Courtyard Culture in Historical
China and Abroad (https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24530)

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 5&6

Chair: Xiaobing Li, University of Central Oklahoma

Papers:

Stories under a Golden Rain Tree: The Beating Heart of a Courtyard Community
Yi Sun, University of San Diego

Courtyard Oracle: Beijing Oil Painter Wang Huaiqing

Shelley Drake Hawks, Middlesex Community College

The Garden Courtyard as a Stage for Life: Practice, Performance, and Reception
Laura Xie, Virginia Military Institute

Spatialization of Time, Crystallization of Tradition: The Kunqu Opera and the Reinvention of
Aesthetics


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24530

Dandan Chen, State University of New York, Farmingdale State College

Comment: Di Luo, Connecticut College

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24530

7:00-8:00pm Friday, CHUS Book Launch
Hilton Union Square, Union Square 25
8:00-10:00pm, Friday, CHUS Business Meeting

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 23&24

Saturday January 6, 2024
8:30-10:00am (Saturday)
CHUS Panel

The People’s Republic of China and Its Working Class Masters: Shifting Bond between
Industrial Labor and the Socialist State, 1949— 2000
( https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24707 )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Jeremy Brown, Simon Fraser University
Papers:

Industrialization as Imagination and Reality in Mao-Era China: Writing Labor History from
Below

Zhaojin Zeng, Texas A&M University-San Antonio

"Workers Know Best about Safety": Safe Production Movements in China in the 1950s and
1960s

Rui Zhang, Douglas College

Nationalism and Economic Reform in the 1990s: A Case Study of the Debates in the Journal
Zhanlue Yu Guanli (Strategy and Management)

Xiaoqing Diana Lin, Indiana University Northwest


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24530
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24707

Comment: Jeremy Brown, Simon Fraser University

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24707

CHUS-AHA Panel:

AHA Session 177. Daily Life in 20th-Century China
( https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24400 )

Hilton Union Square, Franciscan B

Chair: Pu Wang, Brandeis University
Papers:

China's New Hygiene Ambassadors: Children, Teachers, and "School Hygiene" in Republican
China

Sarah Yu, DeSales University
Shanghai Hula: Dancing Cabaret Disputes and the Rising Consumer Culture in 1930s China
En Li, University of Texas at Dallas

"Let the Mother-in-Law Do Housework for the Sake of My Study": Chinese Rural Women's
Configuration of Liberation in the 1940s

Di Luo, University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa

To Shape the Minds of the Rural Masses: The Opera Reform and Everyday Experience of
Grassroots Opera Actors in the Early PRC

Yi Ren, Harvard University Fairbank Center

Comment: Brian James DeMare, Tulane University

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24400

10:30am-12:00pm (Saturday)
CHUS Panel:


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24707
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24400
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24400

Like Cattle and Horses: Japanese Informal Empire, Communist Revolution, and the
Industrial Labor Movement in Republican China ( http://www.chinesehistorians.org/like-
cattle-and-horses/ )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Zhiguo Yang, University of Wisconsin-River Falls
Papers:

Informal Empire, Nation-Building, and the Chinese Labor Movement in the Zaikabo of Qingdao,
1923-37

Zhiguo Yang, University of Wisconsin-River Falls

Getting Off at an Earlier Station: Cotton Mill Workers, the Communists, and the Shanghai
Summer Strikes of 1926

Shensi Yi, Chinese University of Hong Kong
The Politics of Seeing: Female Workers’ Evening Schools in 1930s Shanghai
Miao Feng, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Comment: Dandan Chen, State University of New York, Farmingdale State College

Panel Abstract

This panel is the first of two CHUS paper panels devoted to examining modern Chinese labor
history proposed for the 2024 AHA, focusing on mainland China during the Republican era
(1912-1949). The geographic context of the events studied here is Shanghai and Qingdao, where
Japanese capital investment stimulated a rapid growth of textile and other industries in the first
three decades of the twentieth century and where labor-capital disputes created China’s first
breeding ground for modern industrial union movement. The three presenters examine the
intriguing interplay between Chinese Communist movement, Nationalist labor policies, non-
political and private actors such as YWCA, Japanese imperialism and its economic
representatives in China, and Chinese factory workers in shaping the agenda and characteristics
of the labor upheavals in the 1920s and ’30s. Labor historian S. A. Smith wrote Like Cattle and
Horses: Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895—1927 to connect “the narrative of Chinese
nationalism and the narrative of the labor movement.” Likewise, the presenters in this panel will
offer three case studies to reveal the interconnectedness of different casual factors for a
burgeoning labor movement that is anything but monolithic in terms of agenda, strategy, political
affiliation and influence, and outcome. They will also illustrate that as a component of modern
Chinese history, applying multidisciplinary and multiperspective approach to the investigation of
labor history can lead to a better understanding of both.


http://www.chinesehistorians.org/like-cattle-and-horses/
http://www.chinesehistorians.org/like-cattle-and-horses/

Paper Abstracts

Zhiguo Yang, “Informal Empire, Nation-Building, and Chinese Labor Movement in Zaikabd of
Qingdao, 1923 — 1937~

After capturing Germany’s Leased Territory of Jiaozhou in Shandong at the start of World War
I, Japan ruled this former German colony in China until 1922. During this eight-year period, not
only did Japan turn Qingdao, the administrative center of the Jiaozhou Territory, into a bastion of
Japanese textile industry in northern China, it also built an economic empire in Shandong by
controlling the Qingdao-Jinan Railway and the mining industry along its line. However, after
Japan returned the Jiaozhou Territory to China according to the Shandong Treaty signed at the
Washington Naval Conference in 1922, that empire was reduced to the six Japanese cotton mills,
or zaikabd, in Qingdao.

The largest employer of Chinese factory workers in Shandong, these cotton mills became
a breeding ground of the burgeoning industrial labor movement in China from the 1920s onward.
In times of labor unrest, Japan either resorted to threat of military intervention to pressure the
Chinese government to end it or, when that failed, landed troops to crack down on the Chinese
strikers and luddites. Facing such a menace, the Chinese government in Qingdao attempted to
preempt Japanese military intervention by alternating between violent suppression of militant
union movement and brokering reconciliation of Japanese mill owners with their Chinese
employees over labor-capital disputes. Narrating the history of labor in Japanese cotton mills in
Qingdao in this context, this paper illustrates how the tug of war between Japan’s defense of its
entrenched economic interests against modern unionism and China’s effort to consolidate its
home rule in a former foreign concession shaped the labor movement in Japanese cotton mills in
Qingdao and made it a focal point in the Sino-Japanese relations during the Nationalist Decade.

Shensi Yi, “Getting off at an Earlier Station: Cotton Mill Workers, the Communists, and the
Shanghai Summer Strikes of 1926”

In June 1926, Shanghai cotton mill workers staged strikes at Japanese-owned factories (Naigai
Wata Kaisha) in Xiaoshadu, the western area of Shanghai, protesting the dismissal of workers
accused of arson in the workshop. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) recognized that Chinese
workers should align their actions with their labor movement strategy and tried to control the
scale of the strikes. In August, responding to an incident where Japanese sailors killed a Chinese
man, the CCP redirected its strategy to launch a large-scale combined strike, catering to Chinese
laborers’ demands of Japanese employers, but not accounting for practical market conditions at
that time. Drawing on a variety of sources including the CCP internal documentary collection,
this article reveals that dissidence in leadership, weaknesses in grassroots organizations, and
unrealized alliances made it impossible for the Communists, the so-called vanguard of the
working class, to lead the summer strike. Contrarily, the cotton workers coerced the Communists
and the labor unions under their control to maximize workers’ benefits. By mid-September, the
attempted strike had failed to take place, causing a serious setback for the Communist
organization in Shanghai. Compared to the CCP’s improvisation and confusion, the Japanese
capitalists took advantage of the favorable economic climate of 1926 to launch their
countermeasures, ultimately triumphing over the Communists and workers.

Miao Feng, “The Politics of Seeing: Female Workers’ Evening Schools in 1930s Shanghai”



Workers’ schools were important channels for revolutionaries to approach and mobilize workers
in the history of Chinese revolution. Previous studies tend to subsume workers’ education to the
narratives of labor movements led by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Such studies rarely
examine the gender aspect of workers’ education. This paper focuses on the education program
founded by the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) for women cotton and tobacco
workers in 1930s Shanghai. This evening school program became the cradle of not only future
labor movement leaders, but also future revolutionary cultural workers who sang and performed
for the worker and peasant masses. Based on rich archival research, this paper shows that
workers’ education was contended in the 1930s; various forces vied for workers’ education
including social education programs, the rural re-construction programs, and the CCP
revolutionary underground forces. The paper argues that the reason for the success of the YWCA
program is the schoolteachers’ concentration on the everyday experiences of their worker
students. The YWCA organizers frequently recruited literacy, drama and singing teachers among
the underground revolutionary cultural workers who gathered in the city after 1933. This was a
time when these revolutionary intellectuals demanded the popularization of literature and arts.
These intellectuals actively interacted with workers, considered their feelings and obtained their
feedback on art works. The schools’ singing and drama classes creatively revised the previously
elite-centric art content and form, allowing workers to sing, hear, act and see their own
experiences. This experience of representing and presenting workers’ own experiences greatly
helped female workers develop compassion as well as self-reliance. It also gained great trust and
support from the YWCA organizers who had aimed their labor education at nurturing women
workers’ self-reliance and autonomy. This research thus complicates the previous narrative of
labor education history.

1:30-3:00pm (Saturday)

CHUS Panel:
China Under Xi Jinping’s Presidency, 2012-22: A Historical Assessment
( http://www.chinesehistorians.org/china-under-xi-jinpings-presidency/ )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Jingyi Song, State University of New York, College at Old Westbury
Papers:

Media in China, 2012-22

Guolin Y1, Providence College

From Trade War to New Cold War: Popular Nationalism and the Global Times on Weibo, 2018—
20

Mao Lin, Georgia Southern University

Xi's Campaigns to Fight Pollution, Climate Change, and the COVID-19 Pandemic


http://www.chinesehistorians.org/china-under-xi-jinpings-presidency/

Qiong Zhang, Wake Forest University

What Did the CCP Learn from the Past? An Analysis of Xi Jinping’s Dexterous Utilization of
History

Patrick Fuliang Shan, Grand Valley State University

Comment: Lei Duan, Sam Houston State University

Panel Abstract

Xi Jinping started his presidency as the supreme leader of the People’s Republic of China in
2012. Precisely ten years have passed since his assumption of that vitally important position.
Needless to say, his leadership in China and his influence upon the world beg our urgent
historical interpretation. This panel features papers from four scholars teaching at American
universities. By focusing on diverse topics, the four scholars will explore Xi Jinping’s significant
role in leading one of the largest and most populous countries in the entire global community.
The papers probe the sway of media in China, examine the relations between China and the U.S.,
analyze China’s environmental and pandemic control, and interpret Xi’s use of history for
political maneuvers. Collectively, the four scholars demonstrate the new historical trends that
have taken shape during Xi’s first ten years as the paramount leader of China.

Paper Abstracts

Guolin Yi “Media in China, 2012-2022”

Between 2012 and 2022, the Chinese government used a series of measures to consolidate its
control of the media. This paper studies the media policies of China by focusing on two sides:
what the CCP tried to prevent and what it tried to promote. On the one hand, it passed laws and
regulations that prohibit private enterprises from newsgathering and broadcasting and adds a new
ban on hosting news-related forums. It also consolidated the control over online commentaries
by shutting down VIP accounts that stepped out of the line. On the other, print media and the
main portal website like Sina, Sohu, and NetEase have been involved in the promotion of Xi
Jinping’s cult of personality by highlighting his images and quotes. By looking at these
measures, the paper demonstrates the status of media environment in China under Xi Jinping.

Mao Lin, “From Trade War to New Cold War: Popular Nationalism and the Global Times on
Weibo, 2018-2020”

The United States and the People’s Republic of China have been waging what the Chinese social
media called “an epic trade war in human history” since early 2018. This ongoing trade war has
attracted unprecedented attention from all types of Chinese media. The paper examines how
popular nationalism has evolved over time and shaped China’s response to the trade war,
focusing on the influential Global Times and how it used the social media platform, Weibo, to
frame the trade war. During the early months of the trade war, China’s response was largely



defensive. The Chinese public opinion claimed China as an innocent victim of the trade war,
initiated by a reckless Trump administration. Many, especially those in social media, were also
optimistic, believing that the trade war would be over soon once the U.S. government came to its
senses. After Washington imposed sanctions on Huawei, a popular Chinese high-tech company,
the public opinion shifted to an offensive mode. Many now argued that America was not looking
for fair trade policies but trying to block China’s rise as a global power. Furthermore, the
Chinese popular nationalism started to argue that China’s model of development was superior to
America’s liberal democracy. Other issues such as Taiwan, Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang, and the
South China Sea further confounded the bilateral relationship and led to the rise of popular
nationalism.

Qiong Zhang, “Xi's Campaigns to Fight Pollution, Climate Change, and the Covid-19
Pandemic”

The winter of transition from Hu Jintao’s administration to Xi Jinping’s witnessed an
exceptionally intense and prolonged smog that blanketed an area of approximately 1.43 million
square kilometers in China. Dubbed the “airpocalypse” or “airmageddon” by some expatriates in
China, this smog event is said to have sent a daily average of 9,000 emergency visits to Beijing
Children's Hospital during its peak week, half of which for respiratory illnesses. The incident
highlighted the profound environmental and public health challenges facing Xi’s administration.
While inheriting a booming economy that had surged to become the world's second-largest by
2010, the administration was also confronted with the severe consequences of such rapid growth:
stark environmental degradation and significant human tolls. The Xi administration's resilience
was further tested with the outbreak of Covid-19, an unprecedented global pandemic in the past
century, with the first known cases surfacing in Wuhan, China. This paper zooms in on how Xi
and his administration coped with these crises, highlighting, on the one hand, areas of continuity
between his environmental and public health governance and those of his predecessors, and on
the other, the new coping strategies that have emerged as unique hallmarks of his leadership.

Patrick Fuliang Shan, “What Did the CCP Learn from the Past? An Analysis of Xi Jinping’s
Dexterous Utilization of History”

Abstract: China is one of the longest civilizations in the entire world, and its historical resource
is so rich that rulers in the past millennia have utilized it for their political maneuvers. Ever since
Xi Jinping came to power in 2012, the CCP under his leadership has used this wealth of
resources for initiating new political policies. Xi launched the revival of the Silk Road by
adopting the Road and Belt Initiative. He called for the great resurgence of the Chinese nation
purporting to restore China’s glorious history. He often led the Politburo members to visit the
communist historical sites to reaffirm their oaths for defending the communist faith. Many of
Xi’s new political terminologies are related to history. This paper investigates Xi’s intentions,
strategies, and tactics of using history to legitimize his policies, defend his moves, and woo
support to his regime.

CHUS-AHA Panel:




AHA Session 225. Gender and Politics in Chinese History: Diachronic Comparisons and
Interdisciplinary Perspectives
( https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24518 )

Hilton Union Square, Franciscan B

Chair: Ping Yao, California State University, Los Angeles

Papers:

The Ruler’s "Favor": Gender, Sexuality, and Politics at the Han Court

Yunxin Li, Simmons University

The Female Emperor Gossiped and Gossiping in Luoyang

Qingfeng Nie, New Era University College

Penning Her Legacy: A Poetic Journey of Political Presences in Local Histories
Qin Fang, McDaniel College

Madame Mao, the Model Works, and Gender Relations in China's Communist Party
Mei Li Inouye, Centre College

Comment: Ping Yao, California State University, Los Angeles

For full panel and paper abstracts, see:
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24518

3:30-5:00pm (Saturday)
CHUS Panel:

Negotiations, Compromise, and Social Stability: A Historical Reappraisal of Xi Jinping’s
First Ten Years, 2012-22 ( http://www.chinesehistorians.org/negotiations-compromise-
and-social-stability/ )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Zhaojin Zeng, Texas A&M University-San Antonio
Papers:
Sino-US Relations Under Xi Jinping

Xiaobing Li, University of Central Oklahoma


https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24518
https://aha.confex.com/aha/2024/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24518
http://www.chinesehistorians.org/negotiations-compromise-and-social-stability/
http://www.chinesehistorians.org/negotiations-compromise-and-social-stability/

China’s U-Turn to Personalistic Rule: Xi Jinping’s Centralization of Power

Xiaojia Hou, San Jose State University

Towards a More Joint Strategy: Assessing Chinese Military Reforms and Militia Reconstruction
Lei Duan, Sam Houston State University

Understanding the "Rule of Law" in Xi's China

Qiang Fang, University of Minnesota Duluth

Comment: Guo Wu, Allegheny College

Panel Abstract

Xi Jinping has been China’s top leader for over a decade and has commenced his third five-year
term since March 2023. His ten-year presidency (2012-2022) has enormously impacted China as
well as the world. Henceforth, it is necessary for historians to reflect over his first ten years and
to offer in-depth analysis of his social, political, and diplomatic policies along with their impact
on China and the global community. The four papers in this panel are intended to offer an
analysis of Xi Jinping’s presidency by focusing on U.S.-China relations, interpreting Xi’s
centralization of power, evaluating his reforms of China’s armed forces with his moves for
military reconstruction, and assessing his reforms in the legal realm. The diverse topics in this
panel will enable us to obtain a clear panorama of Xi Jinping’s decade-long governance over one
of the largest countries in the world.

Paper Abstracts

Xiaobing Li, “Sino-U.S. Relations under Xi Jinping”

Xi Jinping seems to be facing the similar challenges as Mao did in 1950, while he has to
maintain the legitimacy of the CCP in the party-state, fight against Taiwan’s pro-independence
movement, continue economic reforms, and improve the PLA’s capacity in modern warfare,
including an effective nuclear deterrence like the one adopted by the former Soviet Union against
US superior military power. Nevertheless, China may replay the game of “strategic
triangulation” by establishing a new China-US-Europe triangle structure and bringing the US
back to the game table to replay the “China card.” There is, however, a possibility of a tragic
repetition in the development of a new cold war between the United States and China, if the
latter continues its effort in creating “one world, two systems.” In China’s bi-polar world, one
system is the current American-centered community and the other is a China-centered system.
With no single enemy to unite against, and with the PRC emerging as a major economic power,
the relationship between the U.S. and China arrives at a historical crossroad. Trump made a
fundamental change in US policy toward China by terminating the “common ground” principle
and removing the “China card.” Perceiving China as the major threat to the United States,
Washington deems it necessary to fight back against China as its potential enemy whenever it
could. After taking office, Biden has continued Trump’s hardline policy and describes China as
the “strategic competitor” of the U.S..



Xiaojia Hou, “China’s U-turn to Personalistic Rule: Xi Jinping’s Centralization of Power”

Three generations of Chinese leadership after Mao Zedong had strived to establish collective
leadership, decentralize authority, and balance the power between the party and state. But since
Xi Jinping’s ascent as general secretary of the CCP in 2012, he has reversed the trend of de-
centralization. My paper investigates how Xi Jinping perceives party-state relationships and
examines the way he reconstructs the decision-making processes to reclaim more power from the
state while elevating his own authority within the party. It in particular attempts to analyze these
changes from a historical lens and explore Xi Jinping’s sources of legitimacy and of inspiration
from the past. For example, what lessons did Xi learn from the fall of the Soviet Union? How did
he employ Mao’s practices of purging and instigating mass movement for political maneuvers?
How did he revive Mao’s rituals to control official narratives, and use national security to censor
public opinion? These are the questions that this paper intends to address.

Lei Duan, “Towards a More Joint Strategy: Assessing Chinese Military Reforms and Militia
Reconstruction”

Since Xi Jinping came to power in 2012, China’s armed forces have undergone unprecedented
reforms in their scale and scope of organizational and strategic changes. For the goal of
modernizing and strengthening the Chinese military, Xi has adopted the most sweeping and
radical reforms with a focus on efficiency, technological innovation, and joint operations. Seeing
the formation of a powerful military as an integral part of the China Dream, Xi has shifted the
national security strategy to a defensive-offensive one. China has also strengthened its militia
organization and training works. In particular, China’s maritime militia has undergone
significant building and modernization. Many sources suggest that China’s armed fishing militia
has dual-use capabilities for both military and civilian purposes. As an official component of
China’s armed forces, the maritime militia has been integrated closely with the regular navy and
has played an increasing role in supporting China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea.
This paper aims to take a fresh look at the Chinese military reform by focusing on the
cooperation and coordination of the People’s Liberation Army and the militia force. It suggests
that the government has integrated both regular military and paramilitary forces in pursuit of
China’s ambition.

Qiang Fang, “Understanding the 'Rule of Law' in Xi's China”

Since Chinese leader Xi Jinping took power in late 2012, many scholars around the world have
studied his policies. Most of them have focused their research on Xi Jinping’s political, foreign,
and economic policies; only a few of them have briefly examined his legal policies and practices.
Zheng Yongnian, for example, went too far as to argue in 2016 that Xi aimed to establish the rule
of law in China. His only evidence was Xi’s proclamation in early 2014 that law was the last
hope for social justice and he wanted Chinese officials to comply with law. However, as
evidenced in a cluster of eminent legal practices from 2014 to 2022, Xi and Chinese law
enforcements had often flouted law in campaigns against corrupt officials, rights lawyers, and
dissidents. More important, Chinese officials and police have often used extra-legal means such
as forced and arbitrary detention, beating, and incarceration navigating minorities and



contrarians in Xinjiang and Hong Kong. This study will be the first serious one to delve into Xi
Jinping’s legal policies in prominent cases such as anti-corruption campaigns, harsh and arbitrary
crackdowns of rights lawyers, and the kidnapping of several Hong Kong book sellers. I argue
that the legal policies and practices of Xi Jinping’s “rule of law” with Chinese characteristics
(zhongguo shi fazhi) should better be referred to as “Rule of My Law” as the CCP under Xi is
selective in adopting ancient legalism, which in many aspects go farther and bolder than the law
during earlier periods.

CHUS Self-Funded Dinner: Saturday evening, January 6, 2024

(Exact time and location to be announced)

Sunday January 7, 2024
9:00-10:30am (Sunday)
CHUS Panel

Commerce, Culture, and Race: US—China Subnational Relations, 1842— 2021
( http://www.chinesehistorians.org/commerce-culture-and-race/ )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Mao Lin, Georgia Southern University

Papers:

The China—US Tea Trade after the Opium War, 1842—1911
Dan Du, University of North Carolina at Charlotte

For God, Gold, and Glory: lowans in China

Tao Wang, lowa State University

Massacre, Reciprocity, and Indemnity: Sino-American Negotiations over the 1885 Rock Springs
Massacre in Wyoming

Yuanchong Wang, University of Delaware
US—China Relations and Racism against Asians
Guolin Y1, Providence College

Comment: Mao Lin, Georgia Southern University


http://www.chinesehistorians.org/commerce-culture-and-race/

Panel Abstract

While the U.S.-China relations have become so essential, and controversial, to our own times,
this panel examines the two nations’ collaborations and confrontations in transnational
commerce, missionary activities, diplomatic negotiations, and media coverage from the mid-
nineteenth century to present day, thus enhancing historical understanding of their rocky yet
interdependent relations. After all, history rarely repeats itself, but it often rhymes.

Dan Du and Tao Wang examine the close connections between the two nations. Du illustrates
their interlinking development through the lens of the China-U.S. tea trade after the Opium War.
The United States was the second largest importer of Chinese tea. Americans’ peculiar taste for
green and Oolong tea, China’s treaty system, and the U.S. adoption of the Gold Standard
intertwined, determining the vicissitudes of China’s global tea trade. Wang illuminates the often-
neglected engagement between lowa, the rural midwestern U.S. state, and China through the
experiences of an [owan missionary, an ambassador, and an engineer, thus presenting the three
foci of the early U.S. policy toward China—missionary idealism, diplomatic pragmatism, and
commercial interests.

Yuanchong Wang and Guolin Yi investigate the clashes between Americans and Chinese in the
United States. Highlighting the 1885 Rock Springs Massacre in another U.S. western state,
Wyoming, Wang reconstructs the anti-Chinese riot to elaborate how Zheng Zaoru, Chinese
Minister to the United States, and Thomas Bayard, U.S. Secretary of State, employed the
international law and indemnity policies to orchestrate their diplomatic negotiations. Focusing on
the anti-Asian sentiment in more recent history, Yi revisits the anti-Asian hatred by showing how
American media’s coverage of the Sino-American relations affected public perceptions of Asians
and contributed to their hostilities toward Asians during three key historical moments: Korean
War, Vietnam War, and the Trade War under the Trump administration.

Paper Abstracts

Dan Du, “The China-U.S. Tea Trade after the Opium War, 1842-1911”

Through the lens of the tea trade, this research reveals the interlinking but divergent paths of
development between China and the United States in the nineteenth century. Previous research
usually emphasizes the British dominance in the tea trade with China, whereas this paper
highlights the significance of the China-U.S. tea trade in the second half of the nineteenth
century. The United States had been the second largest importer of tea from China since the late
eighteenth century, second only to Great Britain. After the abolition of the Canton Trade System
and more “Treaty Ports” were open to foreign merchants after the Opium War, Americans’
distinctive taste for tea intertwined with the Treaty Ports System to reshape the landscape of
China’s tea trade beyond Canton. While British traders controlled the black tea trade, Americans
were the most important buyer of Chinese green and Oolong tea in the newly opened ports
throughout the nineteenth century. The decline of the tea trade with America thus posed a heavy
blow to the Chinese economy, which had suffered heavily from the weakened tea business with
Britain. Moreover, the U.S. adoption of the Gold Standard during the Long Depression of 1873-
1898 reduced the profitability and accelerated the decline of China’s global tea trade. American



tea merchants diverted their capital away from China and invested in domestic industries,
whereas Chinese merchants struggled with heavy taxes and fierce competition from Japan and
British colonies.

Tao Wang, “For God, Gold, and Glory: Iowans in China”

This presentation examines the early connections between Iowa and China. It studies the
experiences of three groups of lowans who lived in China from the late nineteenth century to the
beginning of the twentieth century. Eva and Fredrick Price, a missionary couple from Des
Moines, worked in Shanxi from 1889 through their deaths in the Boxer Rebellion in 1900. Edwin
Conger (and his wife Sarah Conger), also from Des Moines, was the United States minister to
China from 1898 to 1905. Herbert Hoover, born in West Branch, Iowa, worked as a mine
engineer and manager in Tianjin from 1899 to 1902. These individuals represented three aspects
of early US policy toward China: missionary idealism, diplomatic pragmatism, and commercial
interests.

Using primary sources, such as journals and letters by Eva Price and Sarah Conger, diplomatic
documents from the Department of State and the Hoover Presidential Library, as well as
secondary works, this study tries to accomplish a two-fold goal: it reveals the long, yet neglected,
history of the engagement between the rural midwestern state with the remote, populous country
on the other side of the Earth; and it demonstrates the themes of early US-China encounters in an
era of Western “scramble for China” and American expansion into Asia.

Yuanchong Wang, “Massacre, Reciprocity, and Indemnity: Sino-American Negotiations over
the 1885 Rock Springs Massacre in Wyoming”

On September 2, 1885, twenty-eight Chinese laborers of the Pacific Union Railway working in
Rock Springs in Wyoming Territory were attacked and killed by white laborers who further
burned and looted Chinatown. While the governor of Wyoming and the US Army rushed to
Rock Springs to maintain the order, the Chinese minister to the US Zheng Zaoru instructed the
Chinese consul at San Francisco, F. A. Bee, and the consul at New York, Huang Xiquan, to co-
investigate the massacre in Rock Springs. Soon Zheng intensively negotiated the case with
Secretary of State Thomas Bayard for prosecuting the white rioters and paying the victims
indemnity. Bayard’s two predecessors’ no-indemnity policy toward the 1880 anti-Chinese riot in
Denver forced Zheng to use the reciprocity principle of international law that was included in
Sino-American treaties of 1844, 1858, 1868, and 1880 to indicate that China would not pay
American victims any indemnity in similar cases if justice was not brought to the victims of
Rock Springs. Zheng’s strategy and the pressure of American domestic public opinion forced
Bayard to pay the indemnity in 1886, which made the Rock Springs Massacre the only case in
the nineteenth century in which the Chinese victims of hate crime received indemnity from the
US government. No rioters, however, were prosecuted in the era when the Chinese Exclusion
Act was effective and anti-Chinese resentment was prevalent. This paper examines the
diplomatic negotiations between Zheng and Bayard with the aim of revealing the multi-layered
nature of the reconstruction of the massacre respectively on the Chinese and American sides.

Guolin Yi, “US-China Relations and Racism Against Asians”



This paper studies how the American media’s coverage of Sino-American relations has
contributed to the anti-Asian sentiment in the United States during the key events of Sino-
American relations: Korean War, Vietnam War, and the Trade War under the Trump
administration. While other scholars study anti-Asian hatred from the perspectives of race and
immigration, I look at it from the perspective of Sino-American relations. I look at how the US
policy toward China and the media’s coverage, which can be a subjective process, have affected
the public perception of Asians. Specifically, I examine four major components: US policy
toward China seen through the rhetoric of American officials; Chinese policy toward the U.S.;
US media’s coverage of Washington’s policy; and Rhetoric of the Chinese media. By looking at
the media perception between China and the United States at different periods, this paper tries to
map out the evolution of anti-Asian sentiment in the U.S. from the perspective of foreign
relations.

11:00-12:30pm (Sunday)
CHUS Panel

Memory, Gender, and Reconciliation: Rural and Urban Women in the People’s Republic
of China, 1949 to the Present ( http://www.chinesehistorians.org/memory-gender-and-
reconciliation/ )

Hilton Union Square, Union Square 19&20

Chair: Dewen Zhang, Randolph-Macon College

Papers:

Memory, Trauma, and Reconciliation: A Peasant Woman’s Journeys from Mao to Now
Qiong Zhang, Wake Forest University

From Mao’s Campaigns to Deng’s Reforms: Memory, Education, and Gender

Aihua Zhang, Gardner—Webb University

Visibilities and Invisibilities of Women’s Work and Bodies in Socialist China

Qin Fang, McDaniel College

"From an Internal Immigrant to a Local Leader of Women”: An Odyssey of Chen Yingmei
during China’s Dramatical Transition

Patrick Fuliang Shan, Grand Valley State University
Comment: Dewen Zhang, Randolph-Macon College


http://www.chinesehistorians.org/memory-gender-and-reconciliation/
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Panel Abstract

Treating the history of the People’s Republic of China before and after Mao as a collective
whole, this panel traces ordinary women’s lives which span those decades of dramatic
transformations in the spheres of national politics, economy, society and gender. Using both rural
and urban women’s life experiences as windows to look at the unfolding of national history, this
panel is concerned with the intersectionality between macrohistory and microhistory. It also
raises new questions on the periodization of the People’s Republic of China by treating the Mao
and post-Mao era as a continuous background in these ordinary women’s lives.

This panel also attempts to address the issue of possibilities and constraints faced by historians
treating their mothers as subjects of research. These papers experiment with oral history methods
and interrogate the relationship between gender and memory. Together, the panel explores
questions such as gender-specific memory that informs Chinese women's common and unique
experiences in the history of the PRC. In the meantime, these papers inquire into the roles of
emotion and intimacy in historian’s intellectual labor.

Paper Abstracts

Qiong Zhang, “Memory, Trauma, and Reconciliation: A Peasant Woman’s Journey from Mao
to Now”

At 77, Yingzhen lives with her husband in a newly developed neighborhood of XX town, the
seat of a rural district (formerly a county) within Guilin Municipality in Guangxi Autonomous
Region. Like many of her neighbors here, she is a rural migrant; her official residence belongs
to a farm village that lies in a remote corner of the district hours of bus ride away. She left the
village to join her husband in the mid-1990s, after their three children all graduated from college
and settled in the cities. Until then, they had lived apart most of the time, as her husband worked
for a county office as a temporary worker and was stationed in a different rural town of the
county every several months, while Yingzhen carried on farm work at home and raised their
children. Yingzhen looks on her life today with a modest sense of contentment and triumph. Yet
deep in her heart there is a wound that remains to be healed.

Born to a pair of diligent and enterprising parents who would soon be classified as “landlords”,
this “daughter of the Republic” experienced Mao’s political campaigns as a victim. She lost her
parents and two elder brothers during those campaigns, and her “bad” family origin subjected her
to constant abuse within the village and her extended family, which compromised her authority
over her own children. The transition to the Reform Era meant true liberation, but the memories
from the past continue to haunt her. This paper presents Yingzheng’s recollections of farm labor
and village life under Mao and her continuing struggle to reconcile with that history, while also
exploring the challenges and limitations of doing oral history with an illiterate subject.

Aihua Zhang, “From Mao’s Campaigns to Deng’s Reforms: Memory, Education, and Gender”



My mother was born to an urban clerk’s family. Upon graduating from a normal university in
1960, she started her teaching career and had stuck to it for more than thirty years until her
retirement as school principal in 1993. She witnessed and experienced China’s momentous
events in the latter half of the twentieth century. This paper records her memory of how the mass
campaigns Chairman Mao launched affected her life, marriage, and work, and how Deng
Xiaoping’s economic reforms brought her new opportunities and challenges. As a female
teacher, education and gender played a crucial role in her life. She benefited from her education
backgrounds, which ironically led to her maltreatment during the Cultural Revolution and put her
in a tension with those colleagues who received their degree as Work-Peasant-Solider graduates.
Her gender contributed to her promotion to the school’s leadership, a position that sometimes
required her to go beyond her administrative duties to intervene in teachers’ personal lives. In
contrast, she was affected by the traditional gender bias. As a result, she had to juggle the
responsibilities as a wife, mother, daughter-in-law, teacher, and leader. Her personal life’s ups
and downs were closely linked with China’s shifts and turns, reflecting the interlocking
relationships among state, career, family, and gender on a micro level.

Qin Fang, “Visibilities and Invisibilities of Women’s Work and Body in Socialist China”

In the 1950s, women in both rural and urban areas of China were motivated to break away from
the obstacles of traditional society and help build a new China. Li Kexiang (1947-) was one such
woman who dedicated her youth to the country and the factory. Kexiang graduated from middle
school in 1963 and was immediately recruited to work in a textile factory. She was proud of her
working-class identity and was selected to be trained as a statistician. Later, she became the only
female electrician in the factory. Kexiang's gender views aligned with the ideals promoted by
new China, as she often mentioned that "men and women were equal”" and "both women and
men could excel in science." Additionally, she was proud to be a mother of two daughters.
However, Kexiang also expressed discomfort in her factory work, including tensions with
colleagues, difficulty with three or four shift schedules, and insomnia problems. She also
struggled to have her daughters included in the state’s medical welfare. Kexiang's memories
were often conflicted, revealing both the possibilities and limitations of socialist China's gender
equality ideals and the complex intersection of gender, class, work, and family.

The memories of Kexiang provide valuable insight into the experiences of ordinary women in
new China and how they navigated the challenges and opportunities of this era. By examining
Kexiang's memories and narratives about her workplaces, marriage, housing, and child
upbringing, this paper explores the ways in which the history of new China and the memories of
Kexiang were interconnected and have shaped our interpretation of socialist China. The paper
aims to investigate the extent to which Kexiang's memories can inform us about her
understanding of new China and the ways she dealt with the various challenges she faced in her
life and work. Furthermore, the paper explores the ways in which the visual and invisible aspects
of women's bodies and work are embedded in their daily lives.

Patrick Fuliang Shan, “‘From an Internal Immigrant to a Local Leader of Women’: an Odyssey
of Chen Yingmei during China’s Dramatical Transition”

Chen Yingmei was born in 1937 when the Japanese invaded China. When she was young, she
witnessed China’s dramatical changes, including Japan’s invasion, China’s civil war, and the



communist takeover of the country. Because her family engaged in local business, she was able
to gain her education from the primary school. Then, the Great Leap Forward forced her family
out from the original prosperous commercial town to a remote rural area, because her town along
with the entire region would be removed in order to build a huge man-made lake. It was a project
of the Great Leap Forward. Thus, she became an internal immigrant and had to settle down in a
faraway location. Needless to say, the relocation ruined her prosperous family life. After that,
fortunately, she landed a job at the local Supply and Marketing Cooperative (gongxiaoshe) where
she worked for decades. In the early 1980s, she became the chairperson of the local township
women’s association. She had tried hard to protect local women for decades, for which she got
many awards including the one from the provincial government in Henan as a model leader for
women. This paper is intended to trace her life which paralleled the history of the People’s
Republic of China from the 1950s to the new century.



